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1Sources: (1) US Census data, (2) Des Moines Partnership (www.datadsmusa.com), (3) Bureau of Economic Analysis, 
(4) DSM Partnership, (5) Gallup, 2015
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DES MOINES PROFILE DES MOINES PHILANTHROPIC INFLUENCERS

Sources: (6) WealthEngine
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 NATIONAL PHILANTHROPIC LANDSCAPE

TOTAL GIVING (2017): $410 BILLION

Sources: (7 & 8) Giving USA, 2018
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 NATIONAL PHILANTHROPIC LANDSCAPE

Giving to foundations saw the largest gains in 2017, increasing 15.5%.
The six largest sectors all saw increases in giving in 2017. International affairs 

was the only sector to experience a decrease in giving. 

 NATIONAL PHILANTHROPIC LANDSCAPE

Sources: (9 & 10) Giving USA, 2018
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DES MOINES NONPROFIT SECTOR

NUMBER OF REGISTERED NONPROFITS
IN EACH IOWA COUNTY

# of nonprofits filling in Polk County: 9,620
 + Total revenue of these organizations: $8,461,614,883
 + Totals assets of these organizations: $13,663,546,154

Sources: (11) National Center for Charitable Statistics
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DES MOINES NONPROFIT SECTOR

Top 25 Most Influential Boards

Top 25 Nonprofits (based on budget) in Central Iowa:

ChildServe
Four Oaks
LifeServe Blood Center
Lutheran Services of Iowa
EveryStep
United Way of Central Iowa
Planned Parenthood of the Heartland
Goodwill of Central Iowa
Iowa Donor Network
Orchard Place
YMCA

Des Moines Performing Arts
Children & Families of Iowa
On With Life 
Care Initiatives Hospice
Link Associates
Progress Industries
Hope Ministries
Eyerly Ball Community Mental Health 
Services
Easter Seals Iowa
Greater Des Moines Habitat for Humanity
Iowa Public Radio

Science Center of Iowa
Blank Park Zoo
Youth Emergency Services and Shelter
House of Mercy
Anawim Housing
Animal Rescue League of Iowa

Sources: (12) Business Record Book of Lists, 2018
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INDIVIDUAL GIVING IN DES MOINES

Total individual giving 
in Des Moines (2015): 
$412,002,000 

Des Moines was named 
the 7th most generous 
city in the US based on 
percentage of
households donating to 
charities (87%) (14)

The Chronicle of Philanthropy estimates additional giving potential of $28 to $33 million for Des Moines if 
giving rates matched national and state averages.

COMPARISON OF ANNUAL DONATIONS FOR
DES MOINES AND IOWA RESIDENTS
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Since 2000, John and Mary Pappajohn have been the most generous
individual philanthropists in Iowa, donating over $67 million.

Note on individual giving: The Chronicle of Philanthropy estimates giving based on the itemized tax returns of households earning 
over $50,000. Therefore, households who report less than $50,000 in income, or do not itemize, would not be included. Itemized 

deductions are estimated to capture about 80% of total individual giving. 

Sources: (13,14,15) The Chronicle of Philanthropy: How America Gives, 2017
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INDIVIDUAL GIVING IN DES MOINES

A SELECTION OF MILLION DOLLAR GIFTS FROM IOWANS FROM 2017

DES MOINES HOUSEHOLDS WITH MILLION DOLLAR CAPACITY: 

INDIVIDUAL GIVING IN DES MOINES

Sources: (16)  The Chronicle of Philanthropy, (17) WealthEngine
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Three Fortune 500 Companies: Principal, Casey’s General Stores, American Equity Investment Life
Key Industries: Advanced Manufacturing; Agbioscience; Data Centers; Insurance/Financial Ser-
vices; Logistics

CORPORATE GIVING

#2 CITY FOR JOBS

AFP CENTRAL IOWA CORPORATE PHILANTHROPY HONOREES OVER THE LAST 25 YEARS:
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CORPORATE GIVING

(19)

Sources: (18) Forbes, (19) Business Record Book of Lists, 2018

Allied Insurance (Nationwide)
Anderson Erickson Dairy
Banker’s Trust
Central Iowa Building and Construction Trades 
Council
EMC Insurance Companies
Holmes Murphy & Associates
Hubbell Realty Company
Hy-Vee
Iowa Farm Bureau
ITA Group Inc.
John Deere
Kemin Industries
Krause Gentle Corp./Kum & Go

Merchants Bonding Company
Meredith
Pella Rolscreen
DuPont Pioneer
Prairie Meadows Racetrack and Casino 
Principal
Rasmussen Group
Sammons Financial Group
The Graham Group, Inc.
The Principal Charity Classic
US Bank
Wellmark
Willis Auto Campus
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CORPORATE GIVING FOUNDATION GIVING

Sources: (20& 21) The Foundation Center
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